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ti-harassment bills sail through 


Despite passage, legislators say ‘change in culture’ is necessary 
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Facing calls to resign over sexual harassment allegations, state Sen. Ira 
Silverstein had little to say Tuesday at the Capitol in Springfield. 


By KIM GEIGER 
AND MONIQUE GARCIA 
Chicago Tribune 


SPRINGFIELD — Lawmakers 
on Tuesday quickly approved a 
flurry of bills aimed at curbing 
sexual harassment in Illinois poli- 
tics amid warnings that the 
rushed effort alone isn’t enough to 
correct a decadeslong culture of 
unethical behavior toward wom- 
en at the Capitol. 

A somber day in Springfield 
saw pressure mount for the lone 
lawmaker who’s been publicly 
accused of sexual harassment to 
resign his seat. A senator told an 
impassioned story of being objec- 


tified by a male colleague. And in 
an environment where ethics was 
the focus, a push was launched for 
a larger discussion on how the 
General Assembly investigates all 
complaints against its own. 

To try to address concerns that 
taking on sexual harassment will 
be more than a one-week effort, 
the House and Senate each voted 
to create their own task forces to 
take on the issue. Democratic 
Senate President John Cullerton 
described Tuesday’s votes as only 
“a beginning.” 

Even so, lawmakers from both 
parties expressed wariness that 
the legislature’s leadership would 
grow complacent and fail to take 


up the larger, tougher questions 
on ethics. Some went further and 
questioned the wisdom of rushing 
to act without taking the time to 
think through a plan for bringing 
about real change. 

“What we actually need to talk 
about here is not a piece of 
legislation, it’s a change in cul- 
ture,” said Sen. Linda Holmes, 
D-Aurora. “Well, a change in 
culture isn’t going to happen 
overnight because of a piece of 
legislation. It’s something that’s 
going to take a very thoughtful 
approach, it’s going to take a great 
deal of time” 
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Autumnal Cloud Gate 


Millennium Park’s mirrored Cloud Gate sculpture, popularly known as The Bean, is framed by autumn 
leaves on Monday. A strong cold front is expected to pass through the Chicago area Thursday. 
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Forecast on back of A+E 


Pension nears $500K 
for ex-athletic director 


Prof’s investigation It’s part of 
baie ; a broader de- 
criticizes taxpayers bate about 
tab for U. of I. retiree just how 
much state 

By JOE MAHR taxpayers 
Chicago Tribune should subsi- 


dize public 
pensions, in- 
cluding the 
small set of 


When the University of Illi- 
nois gave a large pay raise to its 
longtime athletic director a dec- 


Guenther 


ade ago, it offered an example of 
the ever-increasing salary arms 
race to lure and keep college 
coaches and administrators. 
That raise for Ron Guenther 
has also quietly become an 
example of just how much the 
arms race can cost the state’s 
struggling pension funds years 
down the road, as Guenther’s 
annual university pension ap- 
proaches $500,000 a year. 


retirees paid significant sums to 
oversee or coach college sports 
teams. That debate is now 
intensifying at the state’s flag- 
ship university, with research 
from a professor at the campus. 

U. of I. professor Jay Rosen- 
stein is a documentary film- 
maker best known for a 1997 
film criticizing the use of Native 
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On anti-Trump push, 
Dems win in N.J., Va. 


Gubernatorial fights 
viewed by both sides 
as window on future 


By ALAN SUDERMAN 
AND MICHAEL CATALINI 
Associated Press 


RICHMOND, Va. — Voters in 
Virginia and New Jersey gave 
Democratic gubernatorial can- 
didates large victories Tuesday 
and sent a clear message of 
rebuke to President Donald 
Trump. 

In Virginia’s hard-fought 
contest, Democratic Lt. Gov. 
Ralph Northam defeated Re- 
publican Ed Gillespie. In New 
Jersey front-running Democrat 
Phil Murphy overcame Repub- 
lican Lt. Gov. Kim Guadagno to 


succeed un- 
popular GOP 
Gov. Chris 
Christie. 

The wins 
in Virginia 
and New Jer- 
sey are amor- 
ale boost to 
Democrats 
who had so 


Northam 


Trump 
remarks 
target 

N. Korea 


In Seoul, president 
urges talks but later 
warns, ‘Do not try us’ 


By BRIAN BENNETT 
Washington Bureau 


SEOUL, South Korea — On 
Tuesday, President Donald 
Trump didn’t threaten to un- 
leash “fire and fury” or to 
“totally destroy” North Korea. 
He didn’t needle Kim Jong Un 
by calling him “Little Rocket 
Man.” 

Instead, at a news confer- 
ence in South Korea’s capital 
within range of North Korean 
artillery, Trump spoke in mea- 
sured tones and called on 
North Korea’s ruler to “come to 
the table and make a deal” to 
give up its growing nuclear 
weapons arsenal. 

Trump delivered threats as 
well, calmly listing the firepow- 
er the US. has pointed at the 
Korean Peninsula, including 
three carrier strike groups and 
a nearby nuclear submarine — 
as well as “many things hap- 
pening that we hope, we hope 
— in fact, IIl go a step further, 
we hope to God we never have 
to use.” 

“I do see certain movement, 
yes,’ Trump said at the joint 
news conference with South 
Korean President Moon Jae-in. 
“But let’s see what happens.” 

On Wednesday, Trump 
sharpened his message to Kim, 
declaring that the weapons he’s 
acquiring “are not making you 
safer. They are putting your 
regime in grave danger.” 

In a speech delivered hours 
after he aborted a visit to the 
heavily fortified Korean de- 
militarized zone due to bad 
weather, Trump called on all 


far been unable to channel 
anti-Trump energy into success 
at the ballot box in a major 
election this year. 

Roseann Petropoulos said 
her opposition to Trump led her 
out in the cold rain to cast her 
ballot for Murphy in New Jer- 
sey. 

“Trump was huge,” she said. 


Turn to Elections, Page 13 


nations to join forces “to isolate 
the brutal regime of North 
Korea — to deny it any form of 
support, supply, or accept- 
ance.” 

“Today, I hope I speak not 
only for our countries, but for 
all civilized nations, when I say 
to the North: Do not under- 
estimate us. And do not try us,” 
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DISNEY VS. LOS ANGELES TIMES 
Why did the entertainment giant call off its 
feud with the newspaper? Maybe boycotts 
by other news outlets and a statement by 
director Ava DuVernay had something to 
do the company’s about-face. Tribune film 
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WHAT HAPPENED 
TO THE BIG JEWISH 
DELIS IN CHICAGO? 
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YEARS AT THE FOREFRONT 


And we're just getting started. 


Since 1927, UChicago Medicine has been at the forefront of health 


care, from performing the first organ transplants to providing 


advanced immunotherapy to treat cancer. With every first, we’re 


always advancing and never settling, pushing the boundaries of 


medicine to the forefront of scientific discovery and patient care. 
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